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f the Admxmsu-anon had a human rights. policy, it
would be about to-come under severe.strain. At the
end of the montk, Kim Dae Jung, theleader of the
democratic opposition ir South Korez who has lived
in exile in the United States since 1982, will follow the-exam-
ple of his friend Benigno Aquino-and go tome: The: mere
mention of his name provokes a strange twin rau:uoxr—-rage
and fear in the case of the South Korean mxhtaryh:erarchy
“and an affected indifference and.boredom on the part ‘of the
-U.S.- State’ Department.: Kim: s passé; say- thcA languid -
bureaucrats in Washington. He.is yesterday’s man, irrele- -
.vant to the exciting new South Korea being-forged by Gen:

. Chun Doo- Hwan. His'fate, says- the U.S. govemmeut 15\

South Korea’s ““internal -affair.””:
- The South Korean dictatorship- knows bctler. It knows

~ that Kim Dae Jung poses a tremendous threat toits rule and «.
that he could be the catalyst for a movement of dcmocrauc
" renewal. Tt also knows that the Reagan Administration is by -
no means neutral or indifferent. On the contrary, it is. fully--.

" “committed . to the maintenance of" oligarchical . rule Thc
South Korm Army is, ultimately; under- Amem:m com-’
mand. American troops are entrenched on.the mh,
with nuclear weapons at: the ‘ready.: Whext:General. Chun ~
seized power in 1980, a South Korean front-line bartalion ¥ was
diverted from the northerr borderto- tgiprmdrdrc- .-
.tatorship and put down civilian dissent. TH4t atrocious deci- .
sion, which weakened the very border defense of w{'ncfram

™ servatives make such a fetish, was taken with the pcrmxssxon
" of Gen.:John A. Wickham' Jr., the' U.S., Commander: in:
South Korea::So tbmmmnmmm’s
polmal future is no concern of -the United States. =5 =7

. Nor is there Any. sense in pretending not to:know: whaL
nskshelsrunmng bymhomOnquunbeiZ,Iohm -
Hughs, a. State_ - Department” spok:sman, ‘said: i **We ~fu11y'
recogmze this'i xs amatter-for theKorcan govemmenno han— :
dJe. -I'do not know what his legal stamsxsunc_ierKoran
- law.”” Nonsc.nse. It is well known: to.the: Ammn‘gc’wcm'-l 5
ment that Kim’ faces seventeen and a ha}.fya.rs ofa pnso‘ .
sentence.’ Thls sentence s thc residoe-of a. death sentcnoz~'
which wasr unposed by a grotcsquc rmhtary court and then
commutcd 'in 1981 It is equally well known that the Sour.b i
Korean authorities- have- made several spmted attempts to B
murdcr him. In 19’71, after he received 46 percent of the vote
in a presxdcrmal election’ which was-blatantly rigged: (and
whnch was the last to feature more than one candidate), Kim.
was severely injured in an automobile collision arranged by
the Korean Central Intelligence Agency. In August 1973 he .
was kidnapped by-the : same agency-during a visit 10 Japan
and narrowly csmpcd assassmanon From that date to this,”

with the exception of a brief i 1mcrrcgnmn between the Park - -

- Chung Hee and Chun Doo Hwan dictatorships, in 1980, he:

" has ‘been” in’ prison, house arrest or éxile. Those in
) Washmgton who have trained thc K. C I.A. and who arm .

-and command -its militarv ‘masters are in nn nocition i -

South - Kom is“scheduled to host the .summer’ Olympxc
;Gamcs in 1988 and a blood- spancrcd tarmac: sccnc Al
.Marcos would ot be the ideal curtain raxser “Oniits good
. days; the. Redgan°Administration desires a quiet, fife, and it - -

. an insult-he is: hurhng, in’our name; STat a brave’ man As .
"bappens,’ Kim-~Dae’ Jung is a “staunch - anncommumsr, a - g
v devout Roman Catholic and a believer ify ‘what he touc‘un"‘v
- Glls free- enterprise.” In a sane world," ‘he would be. mv g
S respcctcd political opponcnt—a decent Christian Democrax.

- Abrams, I have t6 count myself his ally In the case of South
 Korea the: conscrvatxvcs and their. sxdckncks have prove:.
-once "again- that “they prcfer not ‘authoritarianism- i
totahta.na.msm but authoritarianism *] dcmocracy

" Fxrst by his slcazy attitude to money and “‘connections,”

. is‘an xmpresswc ‘man; single- minded about democracy and

strikingly calm about the risky prospect of his return. Here- ?
tains an unironic faith'in the- democratic principles of the !
United States, even though General Chun’s coup took place | 1

_with only a squeak from Jimmy Carter, and even thougtithe ¢

despotic system coritinues with less than’ a squ&k “from
Ronald Reagan. He still refuses to criticize the Uniied States 3
in public, though he is *‘disappointed”- at his failure toper~
suade Washmgton “of -the need for a’ democratxc Souﬂz
Korea. I asked him why he thought the’ Adrmmstrauon was _
so insouciant, and’ he looked bewildered for a’ moment. Bor E
it's clear that he is going home bmuse he has Jost ho;xm a
change of policy here. '+ R -
Possibly- thcrc is somc “qmtt chplomacy gomg ._Un

- .
~: -f_.‘-._

. doesn’t especially”need another - outrage from: 1ts.Pacxﬁc

- clients; But the. South Korean right is an.old haiid ‘at ihe - ﬂ
qunct dlplomacy game It doesn’t Have to persuade’ Am:r‘ca '

to°send” troops o support it because it already has thcm. B
also hasa cotenc ‘of Tich and active supporters among t}‘e--

: Rcagamtes many ‘of them on the payroll of Lhat drsgusmw‘; ]

fanatrc Sun Myung Moon [see “Mmonty Reporr » Janu- -

ary 22} 1983] ‘And it can claim to be a' “front-line st ",:.,',_
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agamst commumsm—agamst in, fact the wor lds most 5 S0
rcgnncntcd‘anq _rchgxous Stahmst systcm o

. But qulcr dxplomacy, as usual, has tra.nslated int

laboratron wuh dlctatorslnp Elhotr Abrams “the man w‘xo:j '."3:-""
'holds the undcma.ndmg job of Assxstant Secrcta.ry of St?.x_ '
Vfor ‘Human' Rights, has said it is the ‘North Koreans ‘whe

wish "to kill* Kirn, not the: Chun*regunc This echoes® the'
pathcnc attcmpt by ‘the Marcos rcgunc 10 blame the Ph:hp-

* pine Communist Party for the murdcr of ‘Aquino. Tt also,” ¥
dlsgraccfully' supplies the Soun" Korcan dcath Squads \'nth*
i --an alibi madva.ncc SOEL v oA
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“We have comc to cxpcct no bcttcr from Abrams, but wh.n

Iri - the zombie ‘world of Jeane" Kirkpatrick and Ellion
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* The prcsumpnon of Edwin Meese- 3d knows no- hrr-

puts us all to the trouble of appointing a special prosec:.
Now he is askmg the court to rcxmbursc hlm for $700.1
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